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March 23, 1869
A report on the Holland Colony in the Allegan Journal, p. 1. The
report is a translation (likely) of the item which was originally
published in De Grondwet. The report is issued by Hoogesteger &
M
r
Since this issue of De Grondwet burned in the Holland
fire, this record has importance. Holland now numbers 3,000, has
a considerable American and German element, two-thirds of the
inhabitants know English, and John Roost sold out his share of
the paper.

The Holland Colony.
From the Granduee].
Now a few words in regard to Holland and its surrounding district. Holland was
organized as a City about three years ago, is rapidly increasing in population, business
and commercial advantages; and has at present a population of over 3,000 inhabitants.
Although a great part of our population consists of Hollanders, there is yet a very strong
American and a considerable German element; and we may safely say that (in our City at
least) more than two-thirds of the inhabitants speak, read and understand English. The
younger class of our population is, (at least this is true of a majority of it,) equally, if not
better at home in the English than in the Dutch language.
The City of Holland, backed up as it is by a rich and productive agricultural district,
possessing one of the best harbors in the United States, and expecting this summer the
building of a railroad to Allegan and another from Grand Haven to this place, cannot fail
to become a place of the greatest importance, and will soon take rank among the chief
cities of the Lake Coast. We have all the elements of greatness and progress in our midst;
these elements only need development and this is everywhere applied[?].
[?] consists of the City of Holland and the towns of
The Holland settlement[?]
Holland, Zeeland and Olive in Ottawa county, and the towns of Pillmore, Laketown and
Overisel in Allegan county. Besides these, there is a great number of Hollanders living in
[?] and
Blendon, Jamestown, Georgetown, Grand Haven, Tallmadge, Spring Lake,
[?] of a
other towns in this county, so that the City of Holland may be called the
Holland population of from 10,000 to 15,000[?].
It will therefore be important for businessmen at Grand Haven, Allegan, Grand Rapids,
Kalamazoo and other surrounding places; and also for those at Chicago, Milwaukee,
Detroit and other placss to make their business known to our people, so as to trade with
them. The Granchne], having a large and increasing circulation not only to Ottawa,
Allegan and Kent counties and throughout this State, but also among the Hollanders[?],
who are scattered through the various States of our Union, offers an excellent medium to
our American merchants and businessmen to advertise in and to introduce themselves to
our countrymen. If the businessmen of the surrounding places regard their own profit,
they will not fail to take advantage of this favorable opportunity.
A few words to our American fellow citizens in this place. We shall henceforth publish
a straight-out-Republican newspaper, free from all personalities whatever, and not mixing
in any of the church questions, leaving these to their appropriate sphere—the various
church papers. From our American citizens in this place—and especially from our
Republican friends—we expect a helping and supporting hand, assuring them that no
reasons whatever will be given on our part, to make them regret the given support. To a
few who may not be acquainted with the fact, it is perhaps necessary to state that the old
co-partnership, formerly existing between Roost 84 Hoogesteger, has been dissolved by
mutual consent, and that the publication of this paper and all the business connected with
the printing office will be continued by the new firm—Hoogesteger 8c Mulder. Mr. John
Roost has sold out his entire interest in the paper, and is no longer connected with it. Our
publication office has been removed to Mr. M. P. Visser's Store up stairs, on the corner
of River and Seventh sts., where we will be at all times ready to accommodate the public.
Finally we appeal to the friends of liberty, progress and humanity everywhere, to render
us what assistance they can; their labors in the good cause will not be lost.

All communications to be directed to
HOOGESTEGER & MULDER,
(box 163) Holland, Mich.

Transcribed by Mary Otterness
March 2, 2004
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